Indigo Board of Directors: Indigo Books & Music Inc. 

468 King Street West, Suite 500, Toronto, ON M5V 1L8
Tel: (416) 364-4499; Fax: (416) 364-0355

Dear Indigo Books & Music Inc. Board Members and Officers:
I am writing to you as a concerned individual and long-time customer to inform you that I am officially boycotting Indigo Books & Music Inc. until its majority shareholders Heather Reisman and Gerry Schwartz publicly announce that they will cut all financial ties to HESEG – the Foundation for Lone Soldiers (http://www.lonesoldiers.org.il/index_eng.asp). 
HESEG – which was founded by Ms. Reisman and Mr. Schwartz – includes on its Board of Directors notorious personalities from Israel’s apartheid military establishment, including Maj. General Doron Almog who narrowly avoided arrest in London (UK) in 2005 on suspicion of war crimes, and Lt. Colonel Mike Hartman, head of the Israeli military’s marksmanship and sharpshooters division.

It is unconscionable that names associated with Indigo Books & Music Inc. would be involved in programs that either directly or indirectly support the Israeli military. That is why it is essential that the controlling owners of Indigo Books & Music Inc., Ms. Reisman and Mr. Schwartz, be pressured by the Board to clearly sever their links to the Israeli military through HESEG. 

I understand that Indigo Books & Music Inc. is publicly committed to good corporate citizenship, including a youth program that aims: “To provide new books and learning materials to high-needs elementary schools, enhancing the literacy and self-esteem of students.” Unfortunately, Palestinian youth facing a brutal system of Israeli apartheid – which is directly supported in its most militaristic form by Ms. Reisman and Mr. Schwartz - are daily confronted with restrictions on their fundamental right to education.

I would like to remind you that the Israeli military continues to be involved in gross violations of human rights, the Geneva Conventions, hundreds of United Nations (UN) Security Council and General Assembly Resolutions and the 2004 International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruling on the illegality of Israel’s Apartheid Wall. These violations are amply documented not only by the UN, including its subsidiary bodies and the UN Special Rapporteur for the region, but also by numerous reputable international, Israeli and Palestinian human rights organizations.

According to B’tselem, the Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories, 811 Palestinian children have been killed by the Israeli military since September 2000 (with 140 killed in 2006 alone) and another 364 minors are currently being held in Israeli detention centers and prisons throughout historic Palestine. An elaborate system of ‘Jewish-only’ settler by-pass roads, fences, walls, military outposts, closed military areas and over 530 checkpoints further restricts Palestinian freedom of movement and impedes Palestinian access to education.
As a supporter of the growing international movement to boycott, sanction and divest from Israeli apartheid I sincerely hope that you will seriously reconsider the implications that Indigo Books & Music Inc.’s association with HESEG has on your corporate profile and how such a negative engagement in the suppression of Palestinian rights tarnishes your image in the eyes of your customer base. Please demand that Ms. Reisman and Mr. Schwartz publicly sever all links to HESEG immediately, and thereby ensure that Indigo Books & Music Inc. avoids the stain of apartheid.
Sincerely: 
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